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March 24th, 2023 

In like a lion, out like a lamb. 

Let’s hope the month of March is like that. 

The volunteer Collingwood Hamlet Board, 
Lana Dwernychuk, Randy Birchard & June 
LeDrew hope this newsletter finds you and 
your family well. 

Listed below are a few Hamlet tidbits. If 
you have any questions please contact us at 
collingwoodboard3@gmail.com 

 Many thanks to all the Hamlet 
volunteers working behind the scenes 
over this winter to make Collingwood 
a stronger, more viable community. 
The volunteer hamlet board are not 
the employees of the hamlet but do 
carry out the legislative duties that are 
required by the RM Council and 
Municipal Government. That’s why 
we really appreciate the efforts of 
community volunteers that step-up to 
help carry out tasks that need to be 
completed to ensure Collingwood is a 
safe and thriving community. 

 Have you increased your local fire 
insurance coverage yet? Local fire 
department call-out fees have 
increased. The recommended 
minimum coverage is $20,000. Just 
a reminder that if a fire should start on 
your property, you are financially 
responsible for all the fire service fees 
should the fire spread beyond your 
property.  

 The Hamlet Board must designate a 
STARS helicopter landing area of 
150m in diameter in Collingwood. 
The Strasbourg Fire Chief, Greg 
Yung, will be visiting us in the near 
future to assist in designating this safe 
landing area. See pages 5-6 for more 
info. on the Strasbourg Fire Dept. 

Save the Dates—2023 Hamlet Meetings 

Save these dates for our 2023 Hamlet meetings: Saturday May 27th & 
September 16th. 10 a.m.—Noon, and not 1 second longer (It’s a Rider 
game day May 27th people!). Location 20 Collingwood Road. 

The Board is considering a Zoom option for community members to 
engage if not in Collingwood on the morning of the Hamlet meeting. Stay 
tuned. 
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Register with the RM of McKillop to 
stay up to date with all the latest RM 
news.  

You can be added to the All-Net 
Connect system by either contacting 
the RM office by phone (306-725-
3230), emailing rm220general@rm220.ca 
or using the All-Net Connect portal 
on their website https://
rmofmckillop220.com.  

Or click on the Connect link below. 

 Collingwood’s annual budget was 
submitted to the RM by March 
1st. While the Hamlet community 
approved a budget at our meeting 
in Sept. 2022, there were several 
additions and revisions made due 
to project and quote changes and 
end of year financial updates. 
After RM Council approves the 
budget, if the Hamlet community 
should decide to amend the budget 
at our spring meeting, a revision 
can be submitted to RM Council 
for review. 

  Collingwood is on Facebook at 
Collingwood Lakeshore Estates. 

 

 

mailto:collingwoodboard3@gmail.com
mailto:rm220general@rm220.ca
https://rmofmckillop220.com/
https://rmofmckillop220.com/
https://rmofmckillop220.com/p/register-with-us
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Collingwood—SaskPolyTech Viable Community Projects 

As reported in the Collingwood newsletter of January 24th, 2023, the Collingwood Hamlet Board decided it 
would be a wonderful opportunity to partner with Dean Massier (a Collingwood property owner & instructor 
at SaskPolyTech) and the SaskPolyTech Civil Engineering Program students in a Capstone Project. This 
would involve students mapping and collecting data in Collingwood this spring. The students would then 
research the various project (e.g. summer water irrigation system, boat launch usage, family public swim 
area, and municipal green space usage) challenges and feasibility and present a final report on the project 
options and costs in December 2023.  

There is no cost to Collingwood to engage in this capstone partnership. All equipment, data collection costs 
and student travel are picked up by the SaskPolyTech Civil Engineering Program or the students. 

. It’s a win-win situation! 

Collingwood—Picnic Shelter Open for Building TENDER 

At the Collingwood Hamlet meeting on September 
11, 2021, the community voted to support the 
building of a community picnic pavilion in the 
north end of the municipal reserve green space. 

The community building will be an open wall unit 
with concrete floor and post & beam 
construction with a metal roof (similar to photo 
on right). The size will be 40x70 feet or 2,800 
square feet. Initially it will be solely a picnic 
shelter but the community can add to it as 
viable in the future (e.g. kitchen). When having 
public events, Collingwood can rent porta 
potties for added comfort/necessity. The budget 
for the project was approved at $150,000. 

As required by RM Bylaws, the tender for this project is posted on the website SaskTenders. The closing date for 
this tender is April 21st. It is anticipated the project will be finished by this fall. 

 

Which Way to Colllingwood? 

Although a beautiful & functional homemade sign (shown to the left) exists, 
Collingwood has ordered a few more directional guidance signs to help our 
visiting family and friends find us at the lake. 

If someone can volunteer to install the 3 - 4 new signs please email 
Collingwoodboard3@gmail.com 

https://rmofmckillop220.com/Home/DownloadDocument?docId=7bccca18-921f-4d1e-b810-5c6d0e6f8f28
https://rmofmckillop220.com/Home/DownloadDocument?docId=0276c663-dee1-42ec-b372-fe3aaa853f64
https://rmofmckillop220.com/Home/DownloadDocument?docId=0276c663-dee1-42ec-b372-fe3aaa853f64
https://sasktenders.ca/content/public/Search.aspx
mailto:Collingwoodboard3@gmail.com
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RM Community Boat Launch UPDATE 
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Renovating a Collingwood Municipal Reserve for More Family-Friendly Use 

There has been a request that the lakefront public Municipal Reserve (MR) in the middle of 
Collingwood (between 100 & 102 Gordon Drive) be renovated to be safer and more family -
friendly. Currently, aside from mowing the grass, Collingwood has 1 -2 picnic tables placed on this 
lakefront MR. 

The Hamlet Board has been in discussion with the RM about possibilities. While a proposal will be 
presented to the Collingwood community at the spring meeting for review and a decision on action, 
Collingwood will have the SaskPolyTech students engaged in our partnership of a capstone project 
(see newsletter from January 2023) survey this area to determine its best use by the community. 
The SaskPolyTech students/instructor report should be available for community review in late 
2023. 

Until then, we will plan to temporarily adapt the public area for greater use by Collingwood 
families wanting to swim at the lake. Just a reminder to our community: the area between the bank 
and the water’s edge (often called the beach or foreshore) belongs to the Crown, not to landowners. Note: this 
may differ from what you assume you own, or what you have been told by your real-estate agent or neighbours.   
CLICK HERE for clarification from Sask Water Authority.  

Might be best to rename the shoreline at Last Mountain Lake—MALIBU AT COLLINGWOOD. 

The RM of McKillop has 10 boat launches within different Hamlets. ALL RM boat 
launches can be accessed by any member of the public and are not just for the use of 
RM or Hamlet residents. Collingwood has a boat launch at the north end of the Hamlet.  

Collingwood volunteers take care of the boat launch maintenance. Collingwood hamlet 
funds, disbursed to our reserve account are 43% of our municipal taxes, are used to 
repair and maintain the boat launch. The Collingwood boat launch is the property of the RM of McKillop, as are all 
items purchased with Collingwood funds. The RM pays the liability insurance on the boat launch. 

The FINDINGS of the community survey on boat launches can be found on the RM website by CLICKING HERE. 

Collingwood approved monies in our budget to repair/renovate the boat launch. Given the feedback from the RM 
survey and the safety, user-friendly issues identified, the Hamlet Board—with approval of the RM and Water 
Security Agency and after volunteer work over the winter by several individuals—has decided on the following 
actions and financial investments for the spring of 2023: 

2. An additional section of dock and bumpers have been purchased which will be connected at the west end of 
the original dock and will be oriented north/south. We will then have an ‘L’ shaped dock for safer and more 
flexible landing of boats in various wave conditions. 

3. The unnecessary vegetation has been removed from the rock beds beside the ramp area. 

4. Aggregate rock will be installed over the large rocks on both sides of the ramp so the area can be safely 
walked on and making the dock easier to access. 

The boat launch working group is also reviewing the need to redesign the parking area so launching boats is safer and 
user-friendly. There are several issues, negotiations, and approvals that must occur for this to happen but we are in 
talks with several community stakeholders on this issue. We’ll keep the community posted. 

https://rmofmckillop220.com/Home/DownloadDocument?docId=7bccca18-921f-4d1e-b810-5c6d0e6f8f28
https://www.wsask.ca/shoreline-development-and-dedicated-lands/#:~:text=Do%20I%20own%20my%20property,the%20Crown%2C%20not%20to%20landowners.
https://rmofmckillop220.com/Home/DownloadDocument?docId=d65a7c8a-f80a-4316-9c4f-137df6debd48


 

 

The Legislation 

Title: The Municipalities (Incorporation of Villages and Resort Villages and Establishment of Organized 
Hamlets) Amendment Regulations, 2017                                          Minister: Minister of Government Relations  

Summary: On April 1, 2017, these regulations will amend RRS M-36.1 Reg 1 to: 

 implement new criteria to establish an organized hamlet (OH) – (80 population, 40 dwelling/business premises, 
taxable assessment of $4 million); 

 increase criteria for new village/resort village (RV) incorporation – (300 population, 150 dwelling/business 
premises, taxable assessment of $30 million with alternate criteria for RV incorporation, recognizing their seasonal 
population); and 

 establish criteria for municipal councils or the Minister to initiate dissolution – (this will apply to towns, villages and 
RVs that remain non-compliant with any of four key statutory requirements for municipalities for two consecutive 
years and have not maintained a population of 100 or greater for two census periods, beginning with the 2011 and 
2016 censuses). 

See: The Municipalities Act, sections 51 and 403         Date Signed: March 2, 2017 

Think Collingwood should be a Resort Village? OPINION—DREAM ON? 

There have been whispers in the wind that Collingwood, an organized hamlet, 
should apply for resort village status. 

As of 2017, to qualify for resort village status you must have a population of 
300, 150 dwellings (improvements = houses/garages) and have assessed 
property value of $30 million (see legislated information in box below). 

In 2022 Collingwood had an estimated full-time population of 62, 109 
dwellings and a total assessed property value of $31,240,800.  

Within the geographical area encompassed by the RM of McKillop are 5, pre-
2017, resort villages listed here with their respective 2021 populations: Sask 
Beach—322, Sunset Cove—21, Pelican Pointe—28, Glen Harbour—
91, and Island View—134 (see graphic to left for location). These 
individual municipalities have formally elected mayors and 2 -3 
councillors. They are responsible to hire a qualified administrator 
(RMAA certified) to see that all the legislative requirements are 
followed, meetings documented, taxes collected and bills paid.  

Presently, the RM of McKillop has 
difficulty getting some of the Resort 
Villages to pay for their share of road 
maintenance. This means our RM 
subsidizes road costs for several of 
these resort villages. 

The takeaway from this message is that these resort villages nestled within 
the RM of McKillop may not have enough revenue to be good neighbors and 
pay their fair share of road safety costs.  

Although it might seem advantageous for Collingwood to be independent and run our 
own resort village, there are many benefits to having the RM do our legislatively 
required administration. And as suggested in bullet 3 below, there will come a time in 
the future that these small ‘independent’ municipalities will be closed for business 
and must be absorbed into larger municipalities. Reality check—Collingwood had a 
challenge getting 3 people to volunteer for the hamlet board in 2022, never mind 
finding reliable volunteers that would run in a resort village municipal election. 

P.S. The RM graphic above shows the current grading priority for RM roads. 

Collingwood 
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LISTEN TO AEROSMITH 

Collingwood CLICK HERE 

https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/84530
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZfZ8uWaOFI
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